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Looking back on 2018, Brainline had a 
very exciting and uplifting year, and we 
have so much more to look forward to in 
2019. I, therefore, thought it important 
to highlight some of these develop-
ments. 

This year we launched the subject Elec-
trical Technology as part of our Grade 
10–12 offering. This naturally brought 
a new Subject Head to Brainline, but 
several of our more established offer-
ings, such as Afrikaans Huistaal, English 
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NEW Brainline eReader

From the Executive Home Language, and Computer Applica-
tions Technology saw the appointment 
of new Subjects Heads as well. We are 
proud to have these qualified and ex-
perienced educators join the Brainline 
team, and we are confident that they will 
grow the subjects and raise them to the 
high standards that we are used to. 

We also had our first Dramatic Arts and 
Visual Arts Grade 12 practicals, having 
launched these subjects in 2017. We 
learned a lot and are so proud of our 
students. Brainline also started, with 
great success, to experiment with online 
classes or webinars in some of our 
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Important dates

Brainline closes
14 December 2018

Bursary winners announced
15 December 2018

Early enrolment ends
31 December 2018

Grade 12 NSC statement of 
results available

3 January 2019

Closing date for remarking
10 January 2019

Closing date for applications for 
Supplementary Examinations

15 December 2019

subjects. We hope to introduce more of 
these online classes in 2019, as we are 
confident that our learners will benefit 
greatly from this exciting medium.  

We are proud of our very own new 
2019 eReader, developed by our strong 
programming team in 2018. This is 
an upgraded version of our previous 
reading application, and is now more 
user-friendly, Mac-compatible, and 
capable of supporting multiple windows. 
The new eReader has already been 
made available to everyone that has 
enrolled for 2019 and we are looking 
forward to starting the new year with 
this first-rate learning tool.

What amazed me the most this year is 
how the entire Brainline team immersed 
themselves into each new project 
that we started. They adapted quickly, 
embracing change so that our learners 
have the best chance for success, and 
did not stop until they were satisfied 
that each product we offer is of a very 
high standard.

Mornet de Jager - General Manager

Van die sosiale span

2018 was ‘n opwindende jaar propvol 
sosiale aktiwiteite waartydens ons 
leerders tyd saam deurgebring het. 
Hulle het onder andere weer ou vriende 
raakgeloop en selfs nuwe vriende ge-
maak. Dit is altyd lekker om te sien hoe 
ons leerders hulself beter leer ken en 
terselfdertyd ook baat by die opvoed-
kundige aspekte van uitstappies en 
kampe. 

Die matriekafskeid was een van die 
hoogtepunte van die jaar! Die tema 
was gebaseer op die rolprent The 

Greatest Showman, waar graad 12’s 
aangemoedig is om hul wildste drome 
na te jaag, ongeag van hul lewenspa-
adjies. Daar was ‘n daguitstappie na 
Mystic Monkeys and Feathers Wildlife 
Park, waar die roofdiere en voëls baie 
asems weggeslaan het. Ons het ook ons 
jaarlikse avontuurkamp by Konka naby 
Rustenburg geniet! Meer as 30 leerders 
het heel beskeie op die bus gespring, 
en sommer vinnig nuwe vriende ge-
maak!

Dit is een van die mooiste ontvouings 
met elke toer, naweekwegbreek of 
weekkamp. Soos wat die ys smelt 
en die voorgee wegval, sien mens 
stukkies van wie ons leerders regtig 
is; hulle vrees, drome en wat hulle 
dryf. Hetsy teruggetrokke, “loud” of ‘n 
“inbetweener”, sien ons die ontwikkeling 
van leierskap en luistervaardighede, die 
ontdekking van selfversekerdheid, en 
selfs selfaanvaarding in die leerders.

Vaardighede soos probleemoplossing, 
kommunikasie, KPR (noodhulp) en span-
werk is sommige van die areas waaraan 
ons aandag gee gedurende baie kampe. 
So word nuwe vaardighede speel-speel 
geleer en opgeskerp. Tussen saamwerk, 
weer probeer, raadgee, weer die plan 
bedink, en afval, en ek pleisters op die 

skrape en die ego’s plak, is daar ŉ kon-
stante eggo van lag en gesels met geen 
selfoon in die hand.

Daar is altyd leerders van alle soorte 
– die met grimering, ander met vellies, 
sommiges met blou hare, ŉ paar met ‘n 
oorbel hier en daar, party wat huistoe 
verlang en ander wat superselfverse-
kerd is. Hierdie diversiteit van leerders 
laat ons besef dat hulle elkeen maar 
‘n sagte plekkie binne hulle het, maar 
tog streef om ‘n jongmens met ‘n blink 
toekoms te wees. 

Ons kan nie wag vir wat 2019 se so-
siale program inhou nie. 

Nerine Koch - Kampkoördineerder

Breinlyners op ‘n hindernisbaan by Konka

Breinlyn-leerders en -ouers oppad na Mystic Monkeys and Feathers
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What if you have not passed...YET?
The Grade 10 and 11 Supplementary Examination Session 
offers another chance to meet the pass requirements.

The end of the academic year is generally a time filled with 
anticipation and excitement. Not only does it mean that a 
well-deserved break is upon us, but also that we are soon to 
receive academic reports that show the results of the year’s 
hard work.

Waiting for academic results can lead to heightened anxiety 
levels that may, in some cases, be validated by a report that 
does not meet the students’ or parents’ expectations.

Brainline understands our students’ needs and offers sup-
port to those who have not met their personal goals and/
or the pass criteria. Never give up hope – you may not have 
succeeded yet, but success may be around the corner.

The Grade 10 and 11 Supplementary Examination Session 
that starts on 14 January allows students to write exam-
inations in up to two subjects in order to comply with the 
grade pass requirements, thereby ensuring progression to 
the next academic grade. Many students have made use 
of this unique opportunity and have, therefore, been able 
to write their Grade 12 examinations in the year they had 
anticipated. The Supplementary Examination program is less 
costly than repeating an entire year in terms of both time and 
money.

Should your results fall short of the requirements, be sure 
to contact Rudolf Venter at supps@brainline.com to enquire 
about your eligibility to enroll for these examinations from 3 
January 2019. 

Remember that Liezel Bruwer, the Brainline Mentor, is also 
available to support you as student and/or parent. She is just 
an email away at mentor@brainline.com.

Karen Reynecke - Academic Head

Success may be around the corner

The long-awaited Policy on Home Education was recently 
published, but ultimately it changes little within the home 
education environment. 

So how does this affect the regular home education parent?

There are a few explicitly stated issues in this policy of which 
one should be aware. 

1) Registration of a learner for education at home is com-
pulsory.  This registration lasts for the period of a phase 
(Foundation Phase – grades 1 to 3, Intermediate Phase – 
grades 4 to 6, and Senior Phase – grades 7 to 9).

2) Education of the learner must take place primarily in the 
home of the learner.

3) “An illegal independent educational institution such as an 
institution operating like an independent school whilst un-

registered with the state in terms of the Act, also commonly 
known as a tutor centre, cottage school, home school centre 
and micro school, does not form part of the scope of home 
education.” (quoted from the policy).

4) After the completion of each phase (grades 3, 6 and 9), the 
parent must provide proof that the minimum outcomes have 
been met, which should accompany the application for the 
next phase. This must be done by a competent assessor 
(“an educator registered with the South African Council for 
Educators (SACE) as defined in the South African Council for 
Educators Act, 2000 (Act No. 31 of 2000), or a person or 
body registered with National Qualifications Framework in 
accordance with the National Qualifications Framework Act, 
2008 (Act No. 67 of 2008”)).

5) The Provincial Education Department may conduct a 
pre-registration visit to the home education site. The teach-
ing and learning space should:

Recent changes in the Policy on Home Education

http://supps@brainline.com
http://mentor@brainline.com
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- be within the home and conducive to learning,
- have access to an area for social play or physical edu-

cation.
6) The curriculum chosen should be of a standard not inferi-

or to that of a public school.
7) Evidence of planned activities and tasks should be kept, 

and a portfolio of evidence should be kept for a period of 
at least three years.

8) Although a tutor may be used by the parent, the tutor may 
not replace the primary responsibility of the parent and 
may not play the role of a school.

This may seem intimidating but there are also some positive 
matters contained in the policy. A refreshingly positive view 
on home education is stated quite explicitly. 

1) The objects of the policy are seen to protect, promote and 
ensure the rights of learners to basic education, whilst 
recognising parents’ rights to choose the kind of educa-
tion given to their children.

2) The character of home education is seen as the oldest 
form of child education, and represents and honours a 
preference or wish of a parent to personally facilitate the 
education of her or his child in the family home.

3) Home education allows for flexibility of learning provision, 
guided self-study and the use of a variety of media, as 
parents who home educate their children place a high 
premium on resource-rich learning.

The policy expressly recognises what the rationale and moti-
vation for home education is among parents (quoted from the 
policy):  

a) Education of a child at home under parental guidance 
fulfils a parent’s prime responsibility for the upbringing of 
the child within the family;

b) A child’s education must be embedded in the parent’s 
religious world view and values, in contrast with secular 
school education;

c) Socio-economic, health and psycho-social issues;
d) Home education offers optimum conditions for a child’s 

learning;
e) Provision of a nurturing learning environment for a child 

with physical or learning disabilities;
f) Home education provides a more affordable option for 

parents than school enrolment;
g) Preference for home education rather than boarding 

school when suitable schools are too distant from home;
h) Enabling itinerant families to maintain the continuity of a 

child’s education by educating the child at home rather 
than transferring from school to school;

i) Flexibility in accessing educational resources such as 
field trips, visit to museums, nature reserves, libraries; 
and

j) Geographical location.

These aspects were not acknowledged in previous policies, 
and we consider their nature and presence to be very posi-
tive.

How do we at Brainline assist the parent in complying with 
the new policy on home education?  

To answer this, let’s look at what the conditions for regis-
tration for education at home are and compare this to the 
service that Brainline provides to its clients.

What is required? 
(quoted from the policy)

How does Brainline comply?

Make suitable educational re-
sources available to support the 
learner’s learning.

All our study material is carefully 
selected to suit the home edu-
cation environment and is sup-
ported with additional resources 
and master classes to assist the 
learning process.

Monitor the learner’s academic 
progress; arrange for the learn-
er’s educational attainment to 
be assessed at a standard that 
is not inferior to that which is 
determined in the NCS.

Assessment is what we are good 
at! More than this, the parent 
can be assured that each end-
of-phase grade (3, 6 and 9) is 
fully CAPS compliant regarding 
the portfolio of the learner. The 
parent can rest assured that 
monitoring of the academic prog-
ress is well taken care of!

Provide the HOD with the learn-
er’s assessment report signed 
by the competent assessor, as 
evidence at the end of each 
phase.

Whether you use “Report2Go” or 
our full package, you will have a 
report signed and managed by 
competent assessors.

The proposed education pro-
gramme must be suitable for the 
learner’s age, grade, level and 
ability.

The parent is also free to ask 
for information which may help 
in advising learners with special 
needs.

The proposed education 
programme must cover the ac-
quisition of content and skills at 
least comparable to the relevant 
national curriculum outcomes as 
determined by the Minister .

We monitor the curriculum out-
comes, so that you don’t have to.  
As proof of this, the parent can 
rely on the assessment as proof 
of these outcomes.

In other words, complying with the Policy on Home Education 
as released by the Department of Education is a song and a 
dance if you are a Brainline client.

What we cannot do, however, is:
1) Advise you to not register with the Department, as this is 

required by law.
2) Register the learner on behalf of the parent.
3) Advise parents to join cottage schools (although we clear-

ly understand the need in the market), as this would be 
contrary to the instructions in the policy.

What we can do is:
1) Release as much information on using our system to all 

our parents, enabling you to manage your child’s academ-
ic journey seamlessly.

2) Make sure that we comply with all the requirements of the 
policy on an academic level so that you don’t have to!

To conclude, can these changes be considered favourable? 
Absolutely, because when you are registered with Brainline 
Learning World, you can rest assured that the learner and 
the parent are fully compliant with the policy requirements of 
the Department.

Coleen Cronje - CEO
(The opinion of the author should not be regarded as legal 

opinion and should not be construed as legal advice.)
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Leer ken die 
nuwe Vakhoof 
van Visual Arts

“Wat ek nou doen is    
my droomwerk.”

“Ek is baie lief vir die soeke na kennis, 
en ek is gefassineerd met hoe kennis 
oorgedra word,” sê Evan Antonites, 
Breinlyn se nuwe Vakhoof van Visual 
Arts, soos hy verduidelik hoekom hy 
ŉ onderwyser geword het. “Ek is lief 
daarvoor om te leer, maar ek is liewer 
daarvoor om kennis oor te dra.”

Na skool het Evan onderwys by die 
Universiteit van Pretoria gaan studeer, 
met spesialisering in Engels, Gods-
diensstudies en Kunsonderrig. Maar 
hoekom het hy kuns nagestreef? Evan 
meen dat kuns maar net ŉ tipe uitkyk 
op die wêreld is. “Enige mensgemaakte 
voorwerp is bloot ŉ uitlating van kuns. 
Alles kan opgedeel word in vorm en 
fatsoen.” So het hy nog altyd die wêreld 
beskou, want vir hom is dit net die mees 
logiese uitkyk.

Ingevolge sy eie kuns, noem hy homself 
ŉ “Jack of all trades, master of none” 
deur elke medium te praktiseer wat hy 
kan. Volgens hom deel alle kunsmedia ŉ 
soortgelyke basis en dus werk hy, onder 
andere, met akriel, houtskool, verf, ink, 
3D-drukwerk, virtuele realiteit, gips, 
pen, en kokipen.

Evan beoefen kuns van sy kinderdae 
af, maar sy deurbraakoomblik het in 
sy tweede jaar op universiteit gekom 
onder die tutorskap van sy kunslektor, 
Peter Binsbergen. “Ek het nooit in my 
eie talent geglo nie. Op ‘n stadium het 
ons ŉ taak gekry waar ons ŉ collage 
moes opsnipper en weer plak. Ek het 
die skilderdoek omtrent orals saam met 
my rondgedra om daaraan te werk. Dit 
was selfs saam met my Hermanus toe. 
Ek was nogsteeds ontevrede daarmee 
toe ek dit inhandig, maar Mnr Binsber-
gen sê toe dat hierdie werk op vierde-
jaarsvlak is.” Dit het om aangespoor om 
sy eie kunsstyl en stem te ontwikkel en 
hom laat besef dat kuns ŉ groot rol in sy 
toekoms gaan speel.

Nadat hy sy studies voltooi het, het 
Evan vir vyf jaar by Hoërskool Montana 
in Pretoria vir graad 8–12 kunsonderrig 
gegee. Maar in 2015 het hy en sy vrou, 
Jana, besluit dat dit tyd vir ŉ verander-
ing is, inderdaad, ŉ groot verandering. 
Hulle het na Bahrein in die Persiese 
Golf gemigreer en sy onderrigvaar-
dighede verder uitgebrei deur vir leer-
linge in graad 1–5 kuns aan te bied.  

Na twee jaar in Bahrain, het hulle 
uitgevind dat hulle ŉ tweeling verwag en 
besluit toe om terug te keer na Suid-
Afrika om by hul familie te wees. Dit is 
ook teen hierdie agtergrond dat Evan 
besluit het om werk by Breinlyn op te 
neem as ŉ vakspesialis vroeër in 2018. 
Hy is van die mening dat afstandsleer 
die toekoms van onderrig is, want 
hoofstroomskole fokus nie meer genoeg 
op akademie nie.

Goeie onderwys is duidelik vir hom 
ŉ groot passie en hy beplan nie om 
eendag kuns voltyds na te streef nie. 
“Ek wil kuns doen en ek wil klas gee. 
Wat ek nou doen is my droomwerk.”

Sy filosofie rakende kunsonderrig is 
duidelik deur sy eie ervaring gevorm: 
“Enige leerder, van graad R tot universi-
teitstudente, het die kapasiteit om kuns 
te doen as daar net die regte men-
torskap vir hulle gegee word.”

Provider, protector; Ink en 
kokipen met etiketmaker

Poe; OliestokkiesIdentiteit; Houtskool en sagte pastelle
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Simeen Mookrey, a Grade 12 student 
at Brainline, competed at the Interna-
tional Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) 
African Championships in Port Louis, 
Mauritius, during September. She and 
her partner, Danisha Patel, earned a 
bronze medal in the Women’s Doubles 
event, in addition to the bronze medal 
they had helped to clinch for South 
Africa in the Women’s Team event.

Simeen and her teammate put up an 
impressive performance in the quarter 
finals, during which they eliminated 
the no. 3 seeds, a Nigerian team. In 
the semi-finals they were knocked out 
by an Egyptian pair, who are the top 
seeds.

“It was a great competition. This was 
the first time I competed as a senior 

“I’ve managed to travel to 7 different countries this 
year all because of the support of the Brainline Team.”

Simeen shines in Mauritius

in the African Championship and the 
result was outstanding considering the 
level of competition,” Simeen said.

Besides these bronze medals, Simeen 
competed in the Women’s Singles 
event, in which she placed among 
the top 16. This, Simeen says, was a 
highlight of the competition. “I played 
against the best players in Africa and 
my results now show that I am among 
the best. With this achievement in 
Mauritius, both my African- and world 
ranking has also improved.”

Simeen has been playing table tennis 
since the age of 9 and started compet-
ing internationally from the of age of 
13. Since then, she has competed in 
the African Junior Championship every 
year and participated in both the Ju-

nior and Senior World Championships.

Up to 2015, Simeen had attended 
mainstream schools. This was no lon-
ger feasible, however, given the extent 
to which she had to travel for compe-
titions. She then enrolled with Brain-
line at the start of her Grade 10 year, 
where her unorthodox schedule could 
be accommodated. “For the past three 
years, Brainline has been my support 
structure, which enabled me to further 
my table tennis career.”

After Matric, Simeen intends to go to 
Italy for a year to train and refine her 
table tennis skills. 

Best of luck, Simeen!
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We believe that quality education 
should be accessible to students of all 
ages. It is our passion to equip parents 
to guide their children to achieve their 
National Senior Certificate through a 
wide range of valuable and innovative 
homeschool curriculum products and 
assessment services.

Come say hello at one of our branches!
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Share your story, 
achievements and 

photos with us!

mystory@brainline.com

Brainline
Learning World

Enrol early for 2019 
and enjoy these benefits:*

 Exclusive access to live and recorded webinars 
Access to the new 2019 Brainline PREMIUM IEB-aligned product, at the price of the 2018 Brainline 
STANDARD IEB-aligned product, known and loved by all. The new premium product is enhanced 

with live and recorded webinars, on key subject areas, presented by Subject Specialists.

Early access to 
study material

Get early access to 2019’s
 study material on the Brainline 

eReader during September 2018.

Save with
2018’s prices

Avoid the price increase and 
save by paying 2018’s prices 

before 31 December 2018 with
a full payment or 25% deposit. 

Discount for siblings 

Parents or guardians who enrol 
siblings with a full payment will 

qualify for a discount. Enrol early 
to make sure that you benefit 

from the highest discount. 

Get ahead and be prepared 

 Avoid the rush to get started in 
the new year by ensuring ample 

time to prepare during the 
December academic break with 
work schedules released during 

September 2018. 
* Terms and conditions apply. 

https://www.brainline.com/enrol-2019/

