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Welcome to the first issue of Brainline’s 
newsletter! We are very excited to share 
it with you and appreciate you taking the 
time to read it.

This monthly publication is sent out 
to all members of the Brainline Family 
and Alumni, and shared on Brainline’s 
website. Its purpose is to inform you 
about the world of distance education, 
developments at Brainline, and other 
useful titbits, as well as to celebrate the 
achievements of our students and staff.

With this inaugural issue of brainBLITZ, 
it is fitting that we begin with this year’s 
Matric dinners. The 2018 theme drew 
on the musical film The Greatest Show-
man, based on the story of PT Barnum 

and his circus of human curiosities, 
thus celebrating individual differences.

The Matric dinners were held at Spier 
Wine Farm, Stellenbosch on 7 Sep-
tember, and Montana, Pretoria on 21 
September. The organiser, Ms Nerine 
Koch, stated that she chose the theme 
because, like the film’s characters, 
Brainline’s students are “weird and 
wonderful”, and that they sometimes 
feel that they don’t fit in or have a place 
in the world. The theme was meant to 
show them that they do fit in, that there 
is a place for them, and that they can 
achieve anything.

The staff who attended were delighted 
by how amazing everyone looked and 

to see some of the faces behind the 
names.

In keeping with this theme, the brain-
BLITZ also is a place where we cele-
brate difference and the achievements 
of non-traditional students who are at-
tending a non-traditional school to show 
everyone that they have the potential for 
greatness.

If you have any feedback or sugges-
tions, we would love to hear from you. 
Please contact the editor at 
yvonne.m@brainline.com.  
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Yvonne Meyer
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From the CEO

With this first edition of the brainBLITZ 
Newsletter, I would like to address the 
question of the validity of the National 
Senior Certificate (NSC) outside SA’s 
borders. Foreign curricula appear to 
be uncannily popular amongst the 
distance and home education commu-
nity, especially when it comes to the 
choice of an exit examination/qualifi-
cation for learners in the age group 16 
to 21.

The basis of this is obscured in popular 
conversations and rumours around 
applications to foreign universities. 
What is true, though, is that, should 
your NSC results be unsatisfactory, 
your admission to a foreign university 
may be jeopardised.

But let’s not apply our minds to ru-
mours and unfounded conversations. 
We should rather investigate evidence 
which will allow us to evaluate the 
validity of the NSC abroad.

Is our SA Matric 
Certificate 
accepted abroad 
for tertiary 
studies?

According to SAQA (South African 
Qualifications Authority), the NSC is 
“the nationally recognised and inter-
nationally comparable school leaving 
certificate registered by...SAQA on the 
National Qualifications Framework 
(NQF).” 
 
Unpacking the opinions of universities 
abroad led me to “feel good stories”, 
such as the case of Sasasa Dlamini, a 
yound man from KwaZulu-Natal who 
was accepted at Harvard University (in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts) in 2016, 
boasting seven distinctions.

What is the situation elsewhere?

In Australia, the universities of Mel-
bourne, Sydney, and Queensland all 
state acceptance of the NSC. The Uni-
versity of Western Australia expressly 
states that they welcome applications 
from students who have completed 
the NSC. Interestingly, on their web-
page it asks that those who obtained 
their NSC before 2008 or through the 
IEB should contact their Admissions 
Centre or International Centre for 
advice.

In the UK, the University of Edinburgh, 
currently with 89 enrolled South 
Africans, accepts students with the 
NSC or IEB (Independent Examina-
tion Board). The entry requirements 
of London School of Economics, who 
welcomed 44 South Africans in 2017, 
vary by programme. On the other 
hand, the University of Oxford requires 
you to offer a number of subjects on 
Cambridge A-levels, in addition to your 
NSC. The Imperial College of London 
does not accept the NSC, and the Uni-
versity of Manchester requires you to 
do an international foundation course, 
in addition to the NSC. 

In the USA, there is a centralised 
process for more than 800 US univer-
sities, with the applications opening on 
1 August. Most US universities eval-
uate applications through holistic re-
view. Besides academic achievement, 
they look at the person as a whole by 
considering the ways in which the can-
didate can make a positive contribu-
tion to the campus in other ways. 

Although admission requirements in 
the US differ, most colleges and uni-
versities require standardised testing. 

The SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) and 
the ACT (originally American College 
Testing), both of which emphasise 
problem-solving skills, are usually 
accepted. 

As I browsed all the admission require-
ments for several universities abroad, I 
was struck by the frequency of similar-
ities in their information:

• All universities require proof of pro-
ficiency in English. You may even be 
asked to do a test to prove this.

• Many use the term “South African 
National Senior Certificate” AND 
mention the IEB by name.

• Many universities require students 
to show proof of funds not only for 
their tuition fees, but also sufficient 
funds to support themselves.

• Some universities allow students to 
work, whilst others strictly forbid it.

• All require you to apply directly to 
the faculty of your choice, as the 
faculty requirements for admission 
are different.

• Whilst some universities simply 
mention that the NSC is accepted, 
others expressly welcome students 
from SA.

• The admission requirements for all 
universities (as far as grades go) 
are generally high.

• The universal “key” to most universi-
ties is Cambridge A-levels, although 
the number of required subjects 
may differ.

• Most universities require applica-
tions to be done well in advance.

• Many universities offer funding, 
provided that you qualify. For this, 
your grades need to be significantly 
higher than the average.

• Many countries have a visa require-
ment, which must be fulfilled.

• Many universities require an ad-
mission test targeting any foreign 
student, and not only students from 
SA.

Whatever your choice of university, it 
should be suited to your aspirations, 
abilities and talents. The good news 
is that, should your aspirations lie 
abroad, you would still be able to offer 
your NSC with pride, provided that your 
grades are of a high quality. Forever 
“proudly South African”!

- Coleen Cronje
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This year’s Grade 12 Drama students put 
up an impressive performance during their 
practical examination on 20 September 
2018 at the Montana branch.

Each of the nine students were expected to 
present three different performance piec-
es – an individual performance, a group 
scene, and a performance piece of their 
own choice that exhibited a skill different 
from those displayed in the first two pieces 
– which altogether counted 30% toward 
their final mark.

The students’ selected performances in-
cluded a variety of pieces, such as scenes 
from Shakespeare’s ‘All’s Well that Ends 
Well’, the Netflix series The Crown, the 
patter song ‘Getting Married Today’ from 
the musical Company, and the song ‘You’re 
Welcome’ from Disney’s Moana.

Ms Janine Purchase from Southdowns Col-
lege, the IEB examiner, gave very positive 
feedback. During the report-back session, 
Brainline’s Academic Head, Ms Karen 
Reynecke, stated to the students that, if 
they wanted to maintain their high level of 
achievement through the coming written 
examination, “the only advice that [Ms Pur-
chase] still had for you was to study your 
theory, because you rocked it in your prac-
tical.” She further stated that there was 
not one bad score, and that Ms Purchase 
was very impressed with musical theatre 
performances, especially because they did 
it without musical accompaniment. She 
further praised the strong characterisation 
that many of them displayed. 

Well done to our Gr 12 Drama students!

Drama students 
impress in 
practical exam

The availability of reports after each academic cycle is always anx-
iously awaited by parents/guardians and students/learners alike.

As academic team, we are fully aware of the stress that accompa-
nies the release of results.  Hard-working individuals eagerly await 
proof that that their dreams have been realised, while in some cases, 
disappointment awaits. One’s strength lies in taking the positive from 
the past and looking forward with new hope and new dreams, and not 
allowing the past to define you. 

It is so important to focus on the core reasons for continuous as-
sessment – identifying weaknesses and strengths, skills acquired 
and skills lacking, and unlocking the opportunities to address these 
needs. In most subjects, the final examinations in October/November 
account for 75% of the final promotion mark at the end of the year, 
while in a few subjects, this is 50%. The SBA or year mark accumulat-
ed during Cycles 1–3 make up the rest of the final mark.

Remember – it is never too late to start working towards achieving 
your goals. Make a point of starting to prepare for the final exam-
inations according to a structured study timetable today, if you have 
not yet done so. By doing well in the final examinations, you can still 
increase your results drastically.

For all grades up to and including Grade 11, reports issued in October 
reflect only the work assessed in Cycle 3 – not the year mark.  For 
Grade 12, reports issued in October reflect the SBA submitted to the 
IEB, and, therefore, the year’s contribution towards the final Gr 12 
certificate. 

Give the last few days of preparation for each examination your all. 
Remember that your Subject Heads are here to support you and to 
assist you with queries. We are all rooting for you!

Good luck.
Karen Reynecke
Academic Head

The reports issued in October 
for Grade R–11 reflect only work 
assessed in Cycle 3, for Grade 
12 they reflect the entire year’s 
contribution.

Cycle 3 reports:
what you need 
to know
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Praktiese eksamen vir Lewenswetenskappe ’n sukses
Karen Reynecke

Die graad 12 praktiese eksamen vir 
Lewenswetenskappe is weereens seep-
glad en suksesvol afgehandel.

Lewenswetenskappe behels die 
teoretiese studie van beide Dier- en 
Plantkunde, maar vereis dat studente 
wetenskaplike vaardighede ontwikkel 
en opskerp. Hierdie sluit navorsings- en 
ondersoekvaardighede in. Die nodige 
navorsingsvaardighede word ontwikkel 
wanneer Gr. 12 Lewenswetenskappe-
studente die Navorsingstaak voltooi, 
terwyl hul ondersoekvaardighede deur-

lopend in alle assesseringstake ontwik-
kel word van Gr. 8 tot 12 in aanloop 
tot die Gr. 12 Lewenswetenskappe-ek-
samen.

Die twee-dag praktiese werkswinkels  
geskied elke jaar in September kort 
voor die eksamen by ons drie grootste 
eksamensentrums: Montana, Stel-
lenbosch en Umhlanga. Tydens die 
werkswinkels word die vaardighede 
wat tot dusver teoreties opgedoen is, 
ingeskerp deur die lesings en portefeul-
je- en rekordeksamens. Dit verseker dat 

studente die selfvertroue en praktiese 
en manipuleringsvaardighede opdoen 
om ten volle voorbereid vir die Gr. 12 
IEB NSS Lewenswetenskappe Vraestel 
3 (Praktiese) Eksamen te wees. Hierdie 
jaar is die eksamen op 18 September 
afgelê.

Ons studente het weereens bewys 
dat hulle toegewyd en hardwerkend 
is. Hulle het nie net hul eerste Gr. 12 
NSS-eksamen voltooi nie, maar ook pret  
gehad.

Breinlyners neem deel aan 
Geografie Olimpiade

Ses studente het vir Breinlyn in die 2018 Suid-Afrikaanse Nasionale 
Geografie Olimpiade (SANGO) verteenwoordig.

Die SANGO is ŉ inisiatief van die Vereniging van Suid-Afrikaanse 
Geograwe en hul implimenteringsvennoot, die Suider-Afrikaanse 
Geografie Onderwysers-vereeniging.

Die toets het bestaan uit ŉ twee-uurlange aanlyn vasvra met meer-
voudigekeuse-vrae wat studente onder eksamenomstandighede moes 
aflê. Die kompetisietemas het ŉ omvattende reeks onderwerpe gedek, 
van klimaatsverandering en grondgebruik, tot ekonomiese, stedelike en 
kulturele geografie.

Mev. Ineke Morris, Vakhoof van Geografie by Breinlyn, het gesê dat 
die toets nie maklik is nie, en dat dit ŉ uitsonderlike algemene kennis 
vereis wat vooraf studeer onprakties maak.

Die Breinlyn-studente wat deelgeneem het was Atiya Binte Aman, Oliver 
Busse, Dylan Engelbrecht, Humayra Parak, Mia Schoeman en Kathleen 
Tunney. BreinBLITZ wil graag ons studente gelukwens – almal het goed 
presteer – en Oliver Busse se uitslag van 75% uitlig, wat die hoogste 
prestasie onder die Breinlyn-kandidate was. Welgedaan!

Important dates

Academic Cycle 4 starts
8 October 2018

Grade 12 Geography:
 Online Revision Lectures

8–9 October 2018

Grade 12 IEB NSC 
Final Examination starts

22 October 2018

Die GROOT Ontbyt: 
IEB, BreinlynEXPRESS, Enkelvakke

10 Oktober 2018

Die GROOT Ontbyt: 
BreinlynKOMPAK, Volwasse studente

16 Oktober 2018

Die GROOT Ontbyt: Elektriese Tegnologie 
en tegniese studerigtings

31 Oktober 2018
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Nakita Jansen van Vuuren, een van 
Breinlyn se Graad 3-leerders, het einde 
Augustus ŉ skildery, wat sy self geskep 
het, ter invordering van fondse vir diere- 
welsyn geskenk.
 
Haar skildery is opgeveil en sy het 
daarin geslaag om R600 in te samel vir 
die Calvinia Animal Rights Forum. Hierd-
ie is ŉ dierewelsynsorganisasie – die 
eerste privaat organisasie van so aard 
in die Noord-Kaap – wat Nakita se ma, 
Mev. Soretha Jansen van Vuuren, besig 
is om op die been te bring.

Mev. Jansen van Vuuren het vertel hoe 
Nakita tradisionele skool baie uitdagend 
gevind het, sy het gesukkel om te lees 
en skryf en daar is later vasgestel dat sy 
disleksie het. Daar het sy bloot net nie 
die ondersteuning gekry wat sy nodig 
gehad het nie, en Mev. Jansen van 
Vuuren het besluit om haar by Breinlyn 
in te skryf.

“Ek is baie beïndruk met Breinlyn,” sê 
Mev. Jansen van Vuuren, “nou kry my 
dogter een-tot-een-aandag, sy kan teen 
haar eie pas leer, en ons kan mekaar 
beter leer ken.” Sy het bygevoeg dat, 
in plaas van dat sy nou haar tyd aan ŉ 
groot hoeveelheid huiswerk, sportsoorte 
en skoolbyeenkomste spandeer waarin 
sy nie belang stel nie, kan sy haarself 
in haar passies uitleef, soos perdry, 

klavier, kuns en diere.
Deur die Breinlyn-kurrikulum te volg, sê 
sy verder, kan sy Nakita se passies 
daarby inkorporeer, of bloot net addi-
sionele lesse daaruit saamstel. Byvoor-
beeld, sy stel vir haar welsynstake, soos 
om muffins te bak en dit aan die ouete-
huis te gaan skenk, wat empatie by 
Nakita inboesem en kooklesse insluit, 
of om die vertroue van ŉ geredde dier 
oor te wen, wat aansluit by haar voorlief-
de vir diere en welsyn – “so ontwikkel sy 
as individu en brei haar menswees uit.”

Oor haar ervaring van Breinlyn sê Mev. 
Jansen van Rensburg: “Breinlyn is ont-
settend ondersteunend en hulpvaardig. 
Hulle maak nie asof Nakita ‘n probleem-
kind is nie. Hulle help kinders om saam 
met hulle probleme te leef en aan te 
beweeg. Breinlyn gee om vir kinders.”

Barmhartige Breinlyner skenk 
skildery aan dierewelsyn

“Breinlyn maak 
nie asof Nakita ‘n 
probleemkind is 

nie... Breinlyn gee 
om vir kinders.”

Deur die Breinlyn-
kurrikulum te volg, 
kan hul Nakita se 

passies daarby 
inkorporeer.
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Brainline will be hosting Geography lectures for matric revision on 8 and 9 October 
in the form of live webinars. 

These lectures will cover all five Grade 12 topics, and includes a special lecture on 
‘Tips and Tricks’ in order to pass the examinations and achieve a good mark. 

Offered by highly experienced IEB teachers, these lectures were previously present-
ed in only the traditional format, whereby students had to attend the lectures in 
person in either Johannesburg or Pretoria.

This year, these lectures will also be offered as live webinars. “They focus on those 
aspects that are most difficult…on the problem areas we have identified throughout 
the year,” said Mrs Ineke Morris, one of the presenters and the person responsible 
for initiating and organising the webinars. “This is a unique and wonderful opportu-
nity, especially if you are in an area where the lectures are not being offered.”

These webinars, or live online lectures, are so advantageous because students 
can watch from anywhere in the world with a cell phone or a computer, and require 
minimal data. More importantly, the students will also be able to ask the lecturers 
questions either directly or through a chat window. If a student prefers to join as an 
incognito observer, they can simply switch off their webcam and microphone when 
prompted at the beginning of the session.

Each student is required to pay R50 per day or R80 for both days for these lec-
tures, which have proven very helpful in the past, given that Geography has consis-
tently achieved among the highest subject averages at the IEB over the past few 
years.

Go to https://www.quicket.co.za/events/56986-grade-12-geography-revision-lec-
tures/ to register.

We believe that quality education 
should be accessible to students of all 
ages. It is our passion to equip parents 
to guide their children to achieve their 
National Senior Certificate through a 
wide range of valuable and innovative 
homeschool curriculum products and 
assessment services.

Brainline to host matric 
Geography webinars

Come say hello at one of our branches!

Don’t miss these online revision lectures
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Yvonne Meyer
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Margaux Mouton
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Editorial staff

Share your story, 
achievements and 

photos with us!

mystory@brainline.com
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Brainline
Learning World

Enrol early for 2019 
and enjoy these benefits:*

Early access to 
study material

Get early access to 2019’s
 study material on the Brainline 

eReader during September 2018.

 Exclusive access to live and recorded webinars 

Access to the new 2019 Brainline PREMIUM IEB-aligned product, at the price of the 2018 Brainline 
STANDARD IEB-aligned product, known and loved by all. The new premium product is enhanced with 

live and recorded webinars, on key subject areas, presented by Subject Specialists.

WIN monthly prizes

Stand a chance to win 1 of 10 
Brainline-branded prizes and 
vouchers every month until 

14 December 2018 when you 
enrol with a 25% deposit. 

Save with
2018’s prices

Avoid the price increase and 
save by paying 2018’s prices 

before 14 December 2018 with
a full payment or 25% deposit. 

Discount for siblings 

Parents or guardians who enrol 
siblings with a full payment will 

qualify for a discount. Enrol early 
to make sure that you benefit 

from the highest discount. 
Terms and conditions apply. 

Discount on 
full payments 

Enrol with a full payment and you 
will qualify for a discount as follows:

Aug – 30 Sept 2018: 5%
1 Oct – 16 Nov 2018: 3%

17 Nov – 14 Dec 2018: 2%

Get ahead and be prepared 

 Avoid the rush to get started in 
the new year by ensuring ample 

time to prepare during the 
December academic break with 
work schedules released during 

September 2018. 

*Terms and Conditions apply. Visit www.brainline.com/enrol-2019.




